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The mission of the Jackson Zoo is to provide visitors with a 

quality recreational and educational environment dedicated 

to wildlife care and conservation.  

Photo Credit: David Wetzel 



HOURS:  

The Zoo is open Daily (Except Dec. 25) 

9 a.m.±4 p.m.  

(Ticket sales end at 3:30 p.m.)   

PRICES:  

General Admission  

$9.25/Adults  

$6.75/Children (2 -12 years) 

Military 

$8.25/Adults  

$5.75/Children  

Seniors 65 & Older 

$8.25  

Children 2 & Under  

Free 

CONTACT:  

601-352-2580  

info@jacksonzoo.org 

www.jacksonzoo.org 

CONNECT:  

Facebook.com/JacksonZoo 

Instagram.com/JacksonZoo 

Twitter.com/Jackson_Zoo  
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FROM THE DIRECTOR 
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 The Jackson Zoo has enjoyed a great year connecting with families, children, and individuals of 

all ages. This year we welcomed 105,000 visitors from around the state and the world.  

 We would like to thank everyone who has visited with us this past year, given service hours as a 

volunteer, provided financial or in-kind support, helped promote fundraisers and events, became a 

zoo member, adopted an animal, or those who have simply connected to nature and wildlife through 

the Jackson Zoo.   

 This year the zoo worked with PJA architects out of Seattle, WA to create a master plan which 

will set goals for the zoo¬s future and make improvements in animal exhibits, guest experience,  

sustainability, and more. The master plan is laid out in four phases, with exciting changes in each 

phase. We will be sharing more information on the master plan in the upcoming year and create a 

fundraising outline, as well as a timeframe for completion of projects.  

 The zoo welcomed the birth of two red panda cubs in June 2015, along with several other 

births throughout the year. Red Pandas are part of the Species Survival Plan and we are happy to 

 contribute to the conservation of this rare species.  We also welcomed a ten month old reticulated  

giraffe and three year old rhino to the collection, both adding youth and excitement among zoo staff 

and visitors.  

 This year we have developed & strengthened important relationships with colleges and  

universities across the state of Mississippi. Three biggest partnerships formed this year are Mississippi 

State University College of Veterinary Medicine, Jackson State University and Belhaven University. We 

are eager to work with students and staff from these institutions to conduct research and learning  

opportunities that will aid students and the zoo, alike.  

 We continue to develop educational programs and events for guests of all ages. Our biggest 

events of 2014-2015 were Boo at the Zoo, Zoo Brew, Ice Cream Safari, and Zoo Party. We strive to 

provide a fun, safe environment for guests to learn about wildlife and conservation, while we never 

stop finding surprising ways to ­Zoo It Better.®  

   

   Thank you for your continued support of the Jackson Zoo! 

      Zoo Director,  

      Beth Poff 

  



CONSERVATION 

TIGER CAMPAIGN 

WOLF COALITION  

RAPTOR REHAB 

APE TAG 

AAZK 

$4,485  

$3,468  

  

$3,626  

¢ƘŜ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ ½ƻƻ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛƎŜǊ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ƘŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ /ƘŀƴƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ȊƻƻΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ 

 ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ¢ƛƎŜǊ !ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ 5ŀȅ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ нрΦ  

¢ƘŜ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ ½ƻƻ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ wŜŘ ²ƻƭŦ /ƻŀƭƛǝƻƴ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ƘŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ /ƘŀƴƎŜΦ 

!ƴƛƳŀƭ /ŀǊŜ {ǘŀũ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ф ǊŜŘ ǿƻƭǾŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ {ǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ tƭŀƴΣ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭƛǧŜǊ ƻŦ ǇǳǇǎ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ 

aŀǊŎƘ нлмпΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎ άIƻǿƭ ŦƻǊ wŜŘ ²ƻƭǾŜǎέ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ wŜŘ ²ƻƭǾŜǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ wŀǇǘƻǊ wŜƘŀō tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǊǇƘŀƴŜŘ ōƛǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǇǊŜȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ Ȋƻƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ со ōƛǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘ ƻǊ ƻǊǇƘŀƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŀǘŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ сл҈Φ  

$5,550  

!ǇŜ ¢ŀƎΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ƻŦ ŀǇŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ ½ƻƻ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ !ǇŜ ¢ŀƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ƘŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ 

/ƘŀƴƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ȊƻƻΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ  

$2,387  

¢ƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ½ƻƻ YŜŜǇŜǊǎς WŀŎƪǎƻƴ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƎƭƻōŀƭƭȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ 

!!½Y ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŜǾŜƴǘ tǳōōƛƴ ŦƻǊ wƘƛƴƻǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ƭƛŜǳ ƻŦ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ wƘƛƴƻǎΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ tǳōōƛƴΩ ŦƻǊ wƘƛƴƻǎΣ !!½Y ǿŀǎ 

ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ϷрΣнлл ŦƻǊ ǊƘƛƴƻ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴΦ hǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ Dƛōōƻƴ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ tǊƛƳŀǘŜ tǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ 

Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ Ȋƻƻ ŦƻǊ ƅŀƳƛƴƎƻ ŎŀǊŜΦ   

TOTAL:  
$19,516  
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¢ƘŜ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ ½ƻƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŎƻŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀũ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜǎ ǇƭŀǎǝŎΣ ŎŀǊŘōƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǇŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ 

Ǌŀƛƴ ōŀǊǊŜƭǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ !Řǳƭǘ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȊƻƻΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀπ

ǝƻƴ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ Ȋƻƻ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ½ƻƻ !ǊŜŀ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƭŜŀƴ-ǳǇ ϧ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ  

GOING GREEN  



EDUCATION 

The mission of the Jackson Zoo Education Department is to create authentic, educational experiences 

for all zoo audiences that connect them directly to nature and wildlife. These experiences are created 

to engage, inspire and empower them to take action toward conservation.  

 

What¬s New for 2014-2015  

 Program Growth & Development  

 Developing 3 year olds serial program 

 Expanding Summer Camp to include 13-15 year old camp topic (2 weeks) 

 School Programming  

 Developing new Wild Classrooms and Zoo Mobiles to be more interactive and incorporate 

 more science, math and reading standards.  

 Volunteers and Interns  

 Applying for AmeriCorps Interns (1 full-time, year-round, 2 full -time part year) in partnership 

 with Tougaloo College and Good Samaritan.  

 Greater push for in-house internship program expansion: animal care, education,  

 conservation, administration, and veterinary care. We have had 6 animal care interns since 

 summer 2015, completing over 1200 hours at the zoo.  

 Grants and Sponsorships  

 Expansion of the Wild Learning Program to include more school districts 

  Current expansion includes: Jackson Public Schools, Canton School District, Vicksburg-

  Warren Schools, Claiborne County School District (Port Gibson), and Poplarville School 

  District.  

  Possible expansions: Meridian Public School District and Brookhaven School District.  

 The WLP will reach approximately 7,800 students a year through field trips and on/off-site 

  programs.  

School Revenue $47,285.00  

Wild Classroom $1,495.00  

Slumber Safaris $3,935.00  

Zoo Mobiles $6,265.00  

Zoo Camp $21,603.00  

TOTAL: $80,583.00  
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EDUCATION 

FIELD TRIPS     15,386  

ZOO MOBILES       168  

PROGRAMS           437  

7,565  COMMUNITY  

EVENTS  

TOTAL:  23,556  

This total reflects the number of students reached through Jackson Zoo Educational outreach.  
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You say you can¬t make it to the zoo? Don¬t worry, the Jackson Zoo will come to you! Our specially trained zoo educators 

will load up a few of our resident education animals, some biofacts, and turn your classroom into a zoo! All programs are 

45 minutes.  

Have your students explore the species and habitats of our amazing world with a trip the Jackson Zoo. With over 250  

species of animals from across the globe, your students will never forget this fantastic learning experience. Field trips to the 

Jackson Zoo are available year round, every day of the week. 

The Jackson Zoo Education Department hosts a number of programs for individuals, families, and educators. Slumber 

safaris are available for personal and educational groups that want to experience a different side of the zoo with an  

overnight stay. We also offer classroom curriculum programs, which are designed for teachers to use in a public  

classroom or for home school classes.   

The Education Department also attends community events, such as Jackson Public 

Schools Career Fair, Millsaps¬ Majors football games, college fairs, etc. In these 

settings, educational specialist inform children, young adults, and professional 

adults about zoo programs and animal facts.  



ANIMAL CARE 
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Acquisitions  

African Spurred Tortoise   Long-eared Sunfish 

Black Widow Spider   Ne-ne 

Black-necked Swan   North American River Otter  

Blue-bellied Roller    Reticulated Giraffe  

Cinnamon Teal    Rosybill 

Common Ostrich    �6�F�K�P�L�G�W�n�V���0�R�Q�N�H�\ 

Gadwall      Southern Copperhead  

Green-winged Amazon   Yellow-crowned Amazon  

Hybrid Macaw     Yellow-naped Amazon  

Klipspringer     White-handed Gibbon  

Births  

Diana Guenon   Red Panda 

Fishing Cat   Red River Hog 

Long-eared Sunfish  Reticulated Giraffe  

Nicobar Pigeon   Springbok 
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